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Outstanding 
Undergraduate 
Research 
Award 
Nominees

Courtney Carmack

Cindy Dang 

Audrey DeHaan

Peter Fiorica 

Genevieve Johnson

Spencer Johnston 

Madeline Jurcev

Jackson West



Outstanding Undergraduate 
Research Award Winners

Courtney Carmack 
– Biology 

Peter Fiorica –
Biology/Computer 

Science 

Genevieve 
Johnson –

Bioinformatics  

Spencer Johnston 
– Computer 

Science 

Madeline Jurcev –
Psychology

Jackson West –
Computer Science 



Outstanding Undergraduate 
Research Award
Courtney Carmack 

“In her work with our golf  course grant, Courtney has 
served as the lead student in coordinating the 
undergraduate student volunteers to assist with macro-
and micro-invertebrate separation and identification. 
This is no small tasks as over 1000 samples were 
collected and over a dozen students are involved in the 
process. Courtney has done an incredible job organizing, 
training, and implementing this portion of  the project. 
During her involvement in my research lab, Courtney 
has proved to not only be a reliable, independent, 
worker, but has showed tremendous commitment, 
interest, curiosity, and creativity regarding each project.” 

--Dr. Joseph Milanovich--



Outstanding Undergraduate 
Research Award

Peter Fiorica 
“Our lab is focused on understanding how genetic variation 
leads to disease risk, especially in un- derstudied, i.e. non-
European, populations. Peter over the past two years has 
worked on a research project titled “Opti-mizing
Imputation Performance for the Genetics of 
Neuropsychiatric Traits in African American Cohorts.”

-- Dr. Heather Wheeler--



Outstanding Undergraduate 
Research Award

Genevieve Johnson 
“Genevieve’s research focuses on Pseudomonas and 
Pseudomonas-infecting phages (viruses that infect 
bacteria). In my lab, her research is both biological 
and computational. Genevieve has been engaged in 
numerous projects in the lab this past year.”

--Dr. Catherine Putonti--



Outstanding Undergraduate 
Research Award

Spencer Johnston 
“Spencer’s responsibility was helping the students with 
their programming. Spencer has been working with me on 
an NSF grant (DGE-1919004, “SaTC: EDU: Collaborative: 
Personalized Cybersecurity Education and Training”) since 
summer 2019. Spencer is an independent researcher; he is 
able to complete tasks with just high-level guidance.”

--Dr. Eric Chan-Tin--



Outstanding Undergraduate 
Research Award
Madeline Jurcev 

“Mady has gained experience recruiting and running 
children and adults for behavioral and eye tracking 
studies in lab, at schools, and at the Museum of Science 
and Industry. She has learned how to design 
experiments, has created stimuli, and developed coding 
manuals.”

--Dr. Elizabeth Wakefield--



Outstanding Undergraduate 
Research Award

Jackson West 
“Jack’s work focuses on connectivity for the Internet of Things (IoT), 
particularly for large city-scale networks of sensors like red light cameras, 
CCTV systems, air quality sensors, and other environmental and transportation 
measurement networks that are spread out over large areas. These kinds of 
wide-area infrastructure sensing systems are quickly becoming ubiquitous in 
cities because they help us to observe patterns in large and diffuse systems that 
would otherwise be invisible at one spot on the ground. They help us to 
improve efficiency and safety of transportation systems and mitigate human 
impact on the environment.”

--Dr. Neil Klingensmith--



Mary Therese Langerbeck Award for 
Undergraduate Research Mentoring



Mary Therese 
Langerbeck 
Award for 
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Research 
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Nominees

Dr. Jennifer Beshel

Dr. Michael Burns

Dr. Vincent Chen

Dr.  Michael Dentato

Dr. Seungho Moon

Dr. Robert Morrison

Dr. Loretta Stalans

Dr. Thea Strand

Zach Waickman 

Dr. Elizabeth Wakefield



Mary Therese 
Langerbeck 
Award for 
Undergraduate 
Research 
Mentoring

Dr. Michael Dentato 
School of Social Work 

Dr. Elizabeth Wakefield
Psychology Department 



Mary Therese Langerbeck Award for Undergraduate Research 
Mentoring

Dr. Michael Dentato 
“ Dr. Dentato has been invested and dedicated as a mentor 
throughout my undergraduate research experience. He has 
connected me with helpful resources and wonderful people 
who have been integral in my research process. He has 
provided me with professional guidance when needed but has 
ultimately allowed space for me to make my own decisions. 
His strong communication has contributed to an effective 
working relationship.”

-- Hannah Fuller, Nominator--



Mary Therese Langerbeck Award for Undergraduate Research
Mentoring

Dr. Michael Dentato 
“Dr. Dentato represents what it means to be a mentor, someone
who unconditionally supports you in all aspects of your life
and pushes you to follow your dreams. He is known in his
department for going above and beyond expectations inside the
classroom and outside the classroom. He has been there for me
every step of the way for my research.”

-- Vincent Sarna, Nominator--



Mary Therese Langerbeck Award for 
Undergraduate Research

Mentoring

Dr. Elizabeth Wakefield 
“Dr. Wakefield has not only been an effective research lab supervisor with
engaging and educational conversation topics and a readiness to provide support
and encouragement at the drop of a hat, but she also boldly took it upon herself to
reach out and offer to be an independent research mentor to myself and three
other research assistants. She offers herself as an approachable guide and a
supportive resource whenever any student needs one and encourages those
students to be ambitious and intelligent in their research project.”

--Erin Foy, Nominator--



Mary Therese Langerbeck Award for 
Undergraduate Research

Mentoring

Dr. Elizabeth Wakefield 
“Dr Wakefield’s mentorship plays a critical role in my achievements as
undergraduate student and researcher, working with her has been an
invaluable experiences that I will carry with me in all of my future
endeavors. Her support extends beyond research; she is a mentor who
fosters the growth and success of my mentees while remaining attentive
to their health and well-being.”

--Madeline Jurcev, Nominator--



Mary Therese Langerbeck Award for 
Undergraduate Research

Mentoring

Dr. Elizabeth Wakefield
“I have gained extremely valuable experience working alongside Dr.
Wakefield. She has pushed me to become a well-rounded researcher,
granting me the opportunity to work with the IRB, recruit participants
from the database and local schools, and manage task delegation
amongst other lab research assistants. Dr. Wakefield is an incredible
role model for women in STEM pursuing higher education.”

-- Natalia Zielinski, Nominator--
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Community 
Engagement 
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Nominees

Nina Davison

Ann Marie Doughty

Marissa Gibson

Natasha Gonzalez

Zoe Grubbs

Chelsea Moore

Sarah O’Connor

Stephanie Rodriguez

Thurman Simpson-Medley

Danielle Soukup 

Carly Fournier, Mackenzie Roof, and Alicia Vrabec



Community 
Engagement 
Award for 
Social Justice

Chelsea Moore 

Psychology 390: Internship in 
Psychology

Dr. Maryse Richards 

Resilience Rape Crisis Center 



Community 
Engagement 
Award for 
Social Justice

Chelsea Moore 
“For her final project in the course,
Chelsea is recruiting college students
and facilitating an intercollegiate
student-led space focused on addressing
sexual violence on Chicago campuses.
The project aims to promote visibility of
the organization on college campuses so
that students in need can receive the
proper services they need.”
-- Dr. Maryse Richards, Faculty--



Community 
Engagement 
Award for 
Social 
Justice

Marissa Gibson 

Psychology 390: Internship in 
Psychology 

Dr. Maryse Richards 

Kristine Schanbacher
for Congress 



Community 
Engagement 
Award for 
Social Justice

Marissa Gibson
“Marissa has written about how important it is
to make meaningful connections between
practice and work. She writes about how
citizens need to be heard, sees the importance
of local elections, then federal elections, and
all the way to presidential elections. She sees
the need for more women in office seats
making decisions, which is where her site
supervisor inspired her through her boldness
and confidence.”
-- Dr. Maryse Richards, Faculty--



Community 
Engagement 
Award for 
Impact

Stephanie Rodriguez 
Computer Science 391: Internship 

Dr. Robert Yacobellis
Kemper Corporation 



Community Engagement 
Award for Impact

Stephanie Rodriguez
“Stephanie has been an inspirational participant in our
project at Kemper as she prepared data analysis. She
has come up with creative solutions and has been
persistent on continuously improving her code, leading
to impressive outcomes. She is creating a web app for
business users to interact with the process.”
-- Emilio Apey, Site Supervisor, Kemper Corporation --



Community Engagement 
Award for Impact

Danielle Soukup
EXPL 390: Organizational Change and 
Community Leadership

Dr. Cynthia Stewart
Make-A-Wish Foundation 



Community Engagement 
Award for Impact

Danielle Soukup 
“Danielle supported our Community Program’s Team with professionalism,
creativity, and pro-activeness. She has assisted in all aspects of community
outreach to our Walk for Wishes supporters and participants in addition to
our local schools and community groups. She took the initiative to represent
us at a local Chi Omega fundraising event, and always stepped up to a
challenge when one was presented. She contributed her skills and talents to
create event collateral and helped us to grow our overall programs.”

-- Samantha Schreiber, Site Supervisor, Make-A-Wish Foundation--



Community 
Engagement 
Award for 
Sustainability

Thurman Simpson-Medley 

CPST 397 – Capstone

Jim Coughlin

Living Word Christian Center 



Community Engagement 
Award for Sustainability

Thurman Simpson-Medley 
“Because of the strong relationship that I have cultivated over the
years with my church leadership at Living Word Christian Center, I
was able to share my vision of teaching our youth about financial
literacy. So, I think my greatest takeaway from the Service-
Learning Project, as well as my tenure at Loyola is that no matter
how long it takes; when the opportunity presents itself be ready to
seize the moment.”
--Thurman’s reflection--



Community Engagement 
Award for Sustainability

Carly Fournier, Mackenzie Roof, and Alicia Vrabec 
ENVS/BIOL 369: Field Ornithology

Rev. Stephen Mitten, S.J. 
Field Museum, St. Ignatius Jesuit Community, Loyola 
University Chicago, and Chicago Bird Collision 
Monitors. 



Community Engagement 
Award for Sustainability

Carly Fournier, Mackenzie Roof, and Alicia Vrabec 
“One component of their service-learning project for ENVS
369/BIOL 369 Field Ornithology course, a summer course out at
LUREC, were to record and identify bird collision fatalities that
took place over the previous spring migration at Loyola Lake
Shore campus. What is really important is that the students began
this project in their class but took it beyond the officially
enrollment time and pursued the issue in the subsequent
semesters.”
--Rev. Stephen Mitten, S.J. – Instructor--



Community Partner 
Award for 

Coeducation



Community 
Partner 
Award for 
Coeducation
Nominees 

GirlForward

Misericordia Moore Aquatic & Fitness Center

Rogers Park Business Alliance 

Pivot Arts

World Music Foundation 

CJE Senior Life 

The Clare Chicago 

Helix Chicago 

Shedd Aquarium 

Associazione KIM Onlus

Hummustown

Casa Scalabrini 634

Center for Research and Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Vietnam



Community Partner 
Award for Coeducation

Girlforward
“Every member of the Girlforward team 
plays an integral part in ensuring that the 
organization is equitable, inclusive,and
values driven -- all components of social 
justice. Since Girlforward values the 
visions and hard work of everyone who 
contributes to the organization, it has 
helped me understand that you are never 
too young or without credentials to make an 
impact.”
Efrata Sasahulih, Social Justice Intern



Community Partner 
Award for Coeducation
Rogers Park Business Alliance 

“In short, I credit the unique design of 
MGMT 335 for the past five years to the 
relationship with RPBA. This represents 
Plan 2020 and has kick-started our 
imaginations for what our 
Microenterprise student-consultants and 
business owners can do together.”
Stacy Neier Beran, Faculty 



Learning Portfolio 
Awards



Learning 
Portfolio 
Awards 
Nominees

Alexandra Ditoro

Molly Gehrmann

Lydia Jekot

Tiana Thompson



Learning Portfolio 
Award for 
Creativity and 
Innovation

Tiana Thompson
As a graduation senior, I can truly say that my
learning portfolio has come a long way from my
freshman year. It is an accumulation of my four
years as a dance major, and it is a demonstration of
my interests that intersect with dance and social
justice.
A lot of the dance major coursework completes
engaged learning requirements, including one of
our biggest performances that we perform for the
course Rehearsal and Performance. Not only does
my learning portfolio reflect my experiences in
performing for this course, it also includes out-of-
class engaged learning experiences that have
influenced who I am as a student and a dancer.
Pieces in the Undergraduate Research Symposium
that choreographers have created based on research
are featured on my learning portfolio, as well as
extracurricular activities and personal projects that
I have done outside the major that have merged my
personal interests of dance and social justice.
--Tianna’s reflection--
Senior Dance Capstone - Sandra Kaufmann



Learning Portfolio Award 
for Critical Reflection 

Alexandra Ditoro
My learning portfolio was an opportunity to reflect
on what I had learned throughout my time at
Loyola as well as what I was hoping to pursue in
the future. Collecting and reflecting on my
experiences was a way for me to ask myself, "What
do I value as an artist?" It gave me a visual to see
where my interests lie and what I had been
successful with. I was able to see what I had done
within the University as well as what I had pursued
outside of the institution. It was interesting how my
personal interests connected with my coursework.
My learning portfolio has provided somewhat of a
timeline of my growth throughout my
undergraduate experience.
--Alexandra’s Reflection—
Senior Dance Capstone - Sandra Kaufmann 



The Center for Experiential Learning would like to thank all faculty,
students, and community partners for your nominations. As well as thank
faculty and staff who reviewed all nominations. These awards were all made
possible because of your collective efforts and support.

Congrats to the nominees and winners for each award!
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